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is for us the 


Living... to be here 
dediested to the 
Great task remaining 
before us..,that we 
here highly rescive 


Stat these dead shall 


mot have died in vain 
government of 
the people, by the peo- 


shall not perish 
the earth. 


Lincoln 


Volume 2 22.6 


It is incumbent upon 
every person of ev- 
ery description to 
contribute to nis 
country's we | farce. 
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RADIATING THE LIGHT OF TRUTH ON HANSEN'S DISEASE 


Publi Shed monthly by the Patients of the United States Marine Hospital National 
Leprosarium, Carville, Louisiana. 

Instructive or amusing articles, poems,etc. are solicited and will be used a5 
Space and occasion permits. All material must be signed. 

Subscription price $1.00 a year, Patients may subscribe for bO¢ a year. 
Address all communications to THE STAR, Carville,Louisiana,. 


Stanley Stein-----.--.---- Editor Ann Page---------- Associate Editor 
Roland Roberts----------Art Ed/tor 


TECHNICAL STAFF 


tank Simen Benny 

Charies Matherne Hitda Garcia 

A, Desel Miracle 

Tommy Boudreaux Fler Domingo 


“In order thet leprosy may be dealt with successfu! ly, on @ comprehensive scale, 
and before any large proportion of early cases will come volurtarily for exami- 


‘ nation, there mst be a change in the attitude of the public toward the disease. 


y.ganeme for the control of leprosy will depend for its success on an educat- 
public opinion.” 


of World Conference en Leprosy, Cairo, Egypt, Maroh 1938. 


| is FACTS THAT YOU SHOULD KNowW ABOUT HANSEN'S DISEASE 


The transmission of Hansen's Disease being 
stiil unsolved, the medical world classes 
it as “feebly communicable”. 


The Leprosarium at Carviije was founded 
Sa ak forty-eight years agos To date, not a sin- 


gle member of the personnel has contracted 
he disease, nor has a case developed in 
the adjacent neighborhood, 


Dootors and nurses take very simple precau- 
tions, not comparable with those they would 
take in dealing with diphtheria, typhoid and 
other communicable diseases. 


a Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they 


required to take any special precautions, | 


“TMS paper, and all outgoing mail, is sterilized before \eaving the hospital. 
a, si TRE’ STAR, rolled ag we send it to you, requires 1¢¢ postage, when sealed in 
ue  Jearge envelope ft requires 9¢ postage. Mail it to a friend when you have 
\ reading tt. Help us to “radiate the light of truth on Hansen's Dis- 
esse. 
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St. Valentine's Day . 


T sent a letter to my love 

And on the way I lost it, 

T lost it, 

Andon the way I lost it 
From an old Singing Game 


A pretty way of celebrating this day | 
still observed in some English vil- | 
lages, ts ealled “Valentining". The 
children gather in the morning and go 
noting to heuse, singing some 1it- 
Benntes return are given 
The origin of our custom today--- 
that of. the ex@hange of love tokens-- 


is shrouded in mystery, for there is 


nothing in the life of the serious- 
minded” St, Valentine, a Roman Bishop, 


- $6 which any such observance could be 
traced. 


One explanation is that the 
birds began to mate on this date, and 


the pregtice ef young people choosing 


their Valentines on that dey originat- 
e4 from this idea. Another explanstion 


connects the modern celebration of 
+he day with the observance of the 


Romen Festival Lupercalia, which oc- 
earred on February 15. At this time, 


80 the story goes, each young man drew 
from a box the name of a lady who wes 
to be his sweetheawt for the year. It 
{gs supposed that this custom is the 
origin of some of the sentimental fea- 
tures of St. Valentine's Day. 


VALENTINE DANCES 
The Patients’ Pederation-have p)anned 
a Valentine Dance for Saturday evening, 
February 13 at 7:30. Some unusual 
ideas and both attendance and novelty 
prizes promise to make this event very 
entertaining. Perry's Swingcopaters, lo- 


cal string orchestra, will furnish mu- 
sic. 


| WAR STAMP REPORT 


STAR 


Nothing will hurt the Axis as much 
as bombs, guns, ships,planes and tanks. 
The more bonds and stamps you buy the 

more it hurts them. The less you buy 
the more you help them, Think {t over} 


Are you putting all you can possibly 
spare {nto bonds and stamps? This is 


simply saving for the things you will 
want tomorrow today. You aren't giving 
your money to Uncle Sam you are making 
him @ loan, which he will repay with 
good interest. With your discharge 
papers won't it be nice to have a few 
hundred dollars in bonds to get a 
fresh start in life, 

The January sales amounted to $230.00. 
That's starting the New Year off with 
a bang, Let's make things pop in Berlin 
and Tokyo. 

NEW COMMITTEE ELECTED 

Mike Costello is the new chairman of 
the Patients's Federation Executive 
Committee.Other members of the commit- 
tee include Luciano, Julie, Merris and 
Tommy. Albert has been appointed sec- 
retary. They were elected at a spec- 
fal meeting of the Patients’ Federa- 
tion, held on Monday, January 18, there 
was no opposing ticket. 


RED CROSS BENEFIT PLANNED 

Sunday, March 7 has been selected as 
the date for 3 grand benefit carnfyal 
to be held in the ballroom to raise 
funds for the Red Cross, The proceeds 
will ve divided between the National 
Red Cross drive which will be in pro- 
gress at that time, and the parchase 
of Red Cross Ditty bags. These Pitty 
Bags are the ones given to every mem- 
ber of our armed forces going overseas 
at the point of embarkation, and there 
is a great demand for them. Each bag 
contains tablet, envelopes, pencil, gum, 
razor blades,playing cards, sewing kit, 
Shee laces and a book. 

This gala affair is sponsored by the 
Executive Committee of the Patients’ 
Federation and the same group of ener- 
getic young people who put over the 
Freedom Fair with such a bang will be 
in charge of the various concessions, 
New and novel features are promised. 
Wateh the bulletin board for details. 
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Mrs. McCormick Visits Here 


Mrs. L. L. (Steve) McCormick of Des- 
trehan, La., was greeting her many 
friends in this hospital on Wednesday 
afternoon, January 27. Mrs. McCormick 
is the special Carville hospital 
chairman for the American Legion aux- 
iliary and she is very active in Red 
Cross work as Executive Secretary of 
the St. Charles Chapter. Louis L. Mc- 
Cormick, Jr. (Louis Mac), is new at 
the University of North Carolina in 
Chappel Hill as a Naval Aviation Ca- 
det in the pre-flight school. 


MEDICAL VISITORS 


Among the medical visiters to this 
hospital during the month of January 
were: Dr. D.D. Shontz of Massillon,Pa., 
Dr. Ed. Supple of Bayau Goula, La.,Dr. 
I.L.Schowberg of Louisiana State Board 
of Health, New Orleans, Surgeon (R)R. 
T. Westman of U.S. Public Health Ser- 
vice, New Orleans, P.A. Sanitary En- 
gineer F. W. Macdonald, U.S. Public 
Health Service, New Orleans. 

First Lt. F.W.Dihorz, U.S.A.M.C. and 
2nd Lt. Helen West, U.S.A.N.C.,both of 
Harding Field, Louisiana. From the U.S. 
A.M.C. of Camp Livingston, La. came 
Lt. Col. I.H. Hunt, Major R.T. Clark, 
Major C.S.Staples, Capt. H.K.Blom, Lt. 
A.Muskkle, Lt. Wm. Hickey, Lt. R. V. 
Howerer and of the Army Nurse Corpt , 
Lt. Elizabeth VenViel. 


Death of Mr. Favrot 


Local friends of Mr. J. St. Clair 
Favrot were grieved to hear of his 
death which occured at his home in 
Baton Rouge in January. Mr. Favrot 
visited this hospital many times and 
was especially concerned with the wel- 
fare of the Spanish American War Vet- 
erans here. Many will remember his 
stirring address given at our memori- 
al Day observance last May, when he 
was accompanied to Carville by Mrs. 
Favrot. 

Mr. Favrot was state service com- 
missioner and State Adjutant of the 
Louisiana Department, United Spanish 
War Veterans. 
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SPORT MOVIE SHOWN 


Sport fans were given a real thrill 
on Sunday afternoon, January 31, when 
Mr. F.D. "Hap" Reilly, Publicity Chair- 
man of the New Orleans Mid-Winter 
Sports Association, accompanied by Mr. 
H.A. Benson, past president of the As- 
sociation, came to this hospital and 
presented the technicolor films of the 
week of sports which culminated in the 
Sugar Bowl Classic. 

Pictures of the tennis matches, track 
meet, boxing, rowing, basketball, and 
the entire New Year's Day football game 
between Tennessee and Tulsa were shown. 
Mr.Reilly, as commentator for the film, 
gave it added interest. 

Mr. Reilly promised to bring us. next 
season the films of the 1943 week of 
mid-winter sports. We appreciate the 
kindness of Mr. Reilly in personally 
appearing and will be looking forward 
to the next sports films. 

Mrs. Reilly and Mrs. Benson accompa- 
nied the party to this hospital. 


GOLF COURSE 


The Patients' Golf Course is’ under- 
going a restoration. When the new build- 
ings were constructed, materials were 
stacked all over the Course. Until re- 
cently nothing had been done to get it 
back into former condition. 

However, now you may see men filling 
in here and leveling off there. xt 
looks as though it may be in better 
shape than before the building program. 

The golfers are so enthused over it 
that they are turning out by the score 
daily for practice. So many requests 
for new golf club purchases were made 
that a list of available clubs and 
prices on them was posted on our bul- 
letin board. 

This is one form of exercise that is 
recommended for us, and Dr. Faget has 
ordered our course put in tip-top or- 
der. Dr. Prejean has been over frequen- 
tly to note the progress of the work. 


When you play, play hard; when = you 
work, don't play at all. 
----Theodore Roosevelt 
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WHAT THE PATIENT SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
HANSEN'S DISEASE 


This is the seventh in a series of ar- 
ticles written for THE STAR by Dr. G. H. 
Faget, Medical Officer in Charge, 

VII 

The modern leprosarium is a 
expecially fitted for the treatment of 
Hansen's disease. A person afflicted 
with this disease should know that it 
offers him the best chance of recover- 
ing his health. This is especially true 
if he seeks 


hospital 


treatment in an_ early 
stage of the disease. Many patients 
have the mistaken impression that to 


be sent to the National Leprosarium is 
to become a social outcast. Such is 
not the fact. The patients here are 
allowed to have visitors under much the 


same regulations as in a general hos- 
pital. Under certain circumstances and 
with the approval of the State Board 
of Health, they are allowed to make 
short visits to their homes. This trav- 
el is made by private conveyance with 
no stops en route at public places for 
eating or sleeping. The patient should 
know that permanent domicile with his 


family exposes his children to the dan- 


ger of contracting the disease. Short 
visits at home, if he abides by cer- 
tain precautions of personal hygiene, 
are same. 

In the National Leprosarium, every 


effort is made to allow the patient to 
live a normal life. He is encouraged 
to indulge in an avocation or some oc- 
cupation, and to join in vairous  com- 
munity activities. There are ample op- 
portunities afforded him for recrea- 
tion, amusement and sports. The Govern- 
ment furnished all the necessities of 
life, in addition to newspapers, maga- 
zines, gooks, sporting equipment a nd 
three motion pictures a week for his 
entertainment. 

The Federal Institution at Carville, 
Louisiana, has recently been almost 
completely reconstructed at great ex- 
pense to the Government. At present it 
is without doubt the most modern and 
best equiped Institution of its kind 
in the world. The medical and nursing 
staff have the interest of the patients 
at heart. They are expecially skilled 
and experienced to cope with the dis- 
ease. Follow their advice and you will 


| 
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make faster progress in the right di- 
rection, toward the arrest of the dis- 


ease and return to your home and com- 
munity. 
Routine leprosarium care includes: 


encouragement to the patient to secure 
the proper kind of daily rest and ex- 
ercise, sufficient quantity and proper 
kind of food and adequate amounts of 
fresh air. It will also assure the pa- 
tient the benefit of medical and nurs- 
ing supervision in the administration 
of the special remedy needed in his 
treatment. 
Rest and Exercise 

During acute skin reactions and 
whenever fever occurs, the patient 
should to to bed and remain there un- 
til those reactions have passed. There 
may be other times when the patient is 
in need of bed rest. Your physician is 
the best judge of this, and you should 
follow his advice as to the kind and 
amount of rest you require. It is also 
a good plan, even if the disease does 
not appear to be active, to take regu- 
lar rest periods during the day and to 
go to sleep at a reasonable hour every 
night. The best time for the rest per- 
iods is after meals. One hour's rest 
after breakfast and especially a two 
hours' rest in bed after the mid-day 
meal are very beneficial. Take a nap 
if you can. Not only will this rest as- 
sist you in the better digestion of 
your food, but it will also bolster 
your bodys defensive mechanism against 
the disease. 

When the disease has become station- 
ary, a .certain amount of exercise is 
advantageous. Proper exercise builds 
up the body's musculature and tones 
up the system in general, Always fol- 
low your doctor's adviee as to the 
kind and amount of exercise which is 
best suited for your particular case. 
Some patients are inclined to continue 
exercise or work when they are weak or 
indisposed as a result of some change 
in their disease or some intercurrent 
condition. This is usually harmful. 
Whenever you are not feeling in good 
condition, report to your physician 
for advice. A patient with Hansen's 
disease should at all times avoid la- 
borious work which caused excessive 
fatigue. This will undermine this re- 
sistance to the disease and permit un- 
favorable development. 
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What the patient should know 
(continued) 


Under proper conditions exercise and 


work are beneficial. They serve to dis- 
tract the patient's mind from his mal- 


ady and prevent brooding introspection. 
Idleness is in itself detrimental. A 
contented mind makes for general well- 
being; it is a tonic to all of the 
body functions. One of the reasons a 
certain number of patients is given 
employment is to make them contented. 
However, do not be too disappointed if 
you are not selected for work. It may 
be that the type of work you are seek- 
ing is not suitable to your physical 
condition and would result in’ more 
harm than good. Before employment, a 
patient is given careful consideration 
as to his capability for the particu- 
lar position to be filled. 
FOOD 

Good food ranks high in the treat- 
ment of Hansen's disease. The purposes 
of food in the body are several. Food 
is a source of fuel go generate the 
body's heat. Food is also used up in 
the body an an energy producer. Every 
muscular action, such as walking, 
breathing and even the beating of the 
heart, is dependent for its energy up- 
on food. Food is also essential for 
body growth and for the repair of the 
natural wear and tear of life. Finally, 
food is needed for the healing of tis- 
sues injured or destroyed by disease. 
From this you can see how all-important 
a nourishing diet is in such a_ chronic 
disease as Hansen's. 

There are many different kinds of 
food: the proteins, the carbohydrates 
and fats. These are commonly known to 


you as meat, fish and fowl: vegetables, 
cereals, starches, and sugars: and but- 


ter, animal fats and vegetable oils. 


Besides these, for its proper function- 


ing, the body requires vitamins, miner- 
als and water. The preparing and serv- 
ing of adequate meals is a science and 
this is the reason a dietitian is em- 
ployed to supervise it in every modern 
hospital. She will make sure that all 
essential food elements are contained 
in the right amounts and proportions 
at each meal. 

At the National Leprosarium every ef- 


fort is made to procure the food that 
is best for the patients. An attempt 
is made to serve it in a well-cooked, 


' appetizing manner. However, the selec- 


tion of the various dishes must be 
left to the individual judgement of 
each patient. He should select a large 
variety of food and eat generously but 
not overeat. If the patient eats of 
everything that is on the menu, he can 
be sure that hs is eating a well-bal- 
anced diet. At times there may be cer- 
tain foods which the patient does not 
relish. These he may avoid, but for 
best results patients should learn to 
eat of everything that is served. The 
Menus are carefully prepared with the 
view of providing a mourishing diet 

adequate for every patient. 

It is best for the patient not to 
eat between meals, as this will spoil 
his appetite for the next mean. Can- 
dies, sweets, and carbonated beverages 
are energy foods but they are not tis- 
sue builders. They also satiate the 
appetite and thus prevent the eating 
of séufficient substantial foods whith 
will do the patient the most good. 

What is particularly harmful in Han- 
sen's disease is strong alcoholic 
drinks. The sooner the patient knows 
this, the better it will be for him. 
Many patients have learned this lesson 
through sad experience. An excess of 
alcohol in the system seems to stimu- 
late the activities of Hansen's bacil- 
lus. It also lowers the tissue's re- 
sistance to this germ. The more satu- 
rated the tissues are with alcohol, the 
greater the leprae bacilli feast upon 
them. They thrive and multiply in such 
environment. Alcoholic intoxicants are 
poisons for persons’ suffering from 
Hansen's disease. If you are despondent 
don't drown your sorrow with drinks. 
This will only complicate your problem. 

Air 

Breathing pure air is stimulating and 
refreshing. The oxygen we breathe in 
the air is neegessary for life and the 
carbon-dioxide breathed out is a nox- 
ious product. Life in free open air is 
invigorating. Spend as much time out- 
doors as the weather permits. The pa- 
tient should sleep in a well-ventilated 
room. The stuffy air of an overcrowded, 
poorly-ventilated room undermines his 

(continued on page 5) 
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AN OPEN LETTER. TO THE EDITOR 
OF THE STAR 
By Diogenes Redivivus 


Dear Editor: 


It is the lot of every editor to be 
Showered at times with flowers in the 
form cf unstinted praise; at ether 
times,he may be pelted with brickbats, 
also called constructive criticism; 
both make for progress and both are 
effered to you by the undersigned,with 
the assurance however, that the bricks 
are Wrapt in yelvet. 


First, the Flowers! You sre to be 
commended for the excellent and conser~- 
vative articles that have lately ap - 
peared in The Star by Doctor Faget and 
by you. They deserve a wider circula — 
tion than the present limited number 
ef cepies can afford. You are a veri - 
table crusader. Your high aim is not 
enly to stamp out in our land the "“od- 
fous word” bat gradually also-the very 
bearing its name. To achieve 
this goal adequate means have to be 
employed. Here is my suggestion: To 
apply to the U.S.Post office Depart- 
ment té have The Ster entered as sec- 
ond class matter; start a powerful 
Griwe for subscriptions. Let The Star 
reach directly or indirectly every 

hysician and every clergyman of the 

and, Let the light of truth penetrate 
every hiding place of incipient cases, 
that they may willingly offer them- 
selves for treatment et the earliest 
stages of their disease, Let them be 
convinced that the chances of bringing 
thejr ailment under control will be 
immensely enhanced if they ceme in 
good time wider expert medical care 


gpd devoted nurses. Let them realize 
het the high cost of medical treat — 
ment, food, clothing and sheiter wiil 


ne longer be ® problem to them. And , 
last but not least, let ther know that 
they are offered ewery eppertunity to 
gatisfy their religious, educational 
and recreatienal aspirations. 

And now for the brickbats: 


Some ef your readers were Sorely 
disappointed that The Star gave Such 


. scant notice of the Christmas Midnight 


Mass. It was attended by nearly, if 
not fully, three hundred respectful 
and apparently bona fide woshiprers . 
They seemed to have come expecting 
only heavenly gifts, spiritual as well 
as corporel; all the pews on the pa- 
tient and personnel sides were filled, 
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and a good number had to stand during 
the whole service, whilst the choir 
loft was crowded with singers who only 
& few hours previously had covered 
themselves with glory fn the magnifi- 
cent Christmas play.They attuned their 
voices once more to the Angejic hymns 
and liturgical chants. Two visiting 
clergy, a priest and a divinity stu- 
dent, had come one hundred miles to as- 
sist at the Solemn High Mess. The Star 
mentioned not 4 word of all this. It 
was a complete blackout, 

You say, why did the priests not 
send in a writeup 2? Ansere: in the 
opinion of Diogenes, they are still So 
old fashioned, thinking that such 
writeups come with better grace from 
an independent neutral observer. Self- 
praise fs not held in goad order, 

If The Star is to attein @ high lit- 
trary standard apd command the respect 
of the general public, local news col- 
ums should be kept wi thin the ligits 
of their relative impertence ana with- 
in the scope of what is of general in- 
terest. It should never degenerate in- 
to a mere mutual admiration society, 

With this friemdly advice, I sign 
off, yours for 

A Star of Greater Magnitude, 

Diogenes Redivivus. 


What the Patient Sheuld Know 
(cont inued) 


health. Too long hours shut fin a 
smoky atmosphere while playing cards 
{s detrimental to the patients. In 
opening the window for ventilation, 
one should avoid draughts, 
in cold damp weather. In his life out- 
doers the patient must not expose him- 
self to direct sunlight.Sun-baths have 
been proved to be harmful in Pansen's 
disease. For some unknown reason di- 
rect exposure to sunlight causes a 
flaringup or spread of the skin miol~ 
festations of the disease. The patient 
should know this, for otherwise he may 
purposely expose himself te the sun, 
believing that it may be beneficia} to 
him and become much worse thereby. 


SURPRISE BLACK-OUT 


Friday night, February 5 at 9:15 
P.M. this hospital was in total.” , 
darkness. The state had a 30 
minute surprise black-out test. 
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EDITGRIAL 


THE CCLD FACTS OF CLIMATE 
Looking Forward 


If put the gool 1S clear, the vision 
true, 
No couse is loet, no braye 
Hold fast the drean within the heart 
of you. 
1S the rammrt token, the bottle 
Won, 
6ustav Paviason 


--tuberculosis. No victim of thig dis- 
, No matter how inactive it maybe 
at the time, Should pian a stay in the 
tropics, Tuberculosis there progresses 
rapidly, and may easily be fatal uan- 


ease 


less tne person 16 removed to coco\er 
regions, In the Philippine lowlands, 
| for instance, the tuberculosis death 


“The National Leprosarium should not 


be kept at Carville where the long sum 
mers of debi|itot img Louisiana heat 
reduce disease resisting vitality." 
This is the frank statement of Dr, 
Clarence A, Mitts, Professor of exper— 
imental Medicine at the University of 
Cincinnati, attending physician at the 


Cincinnati General fospital, in his 
recent enlightenin book’, “Cl imate 
Makes the Man”, (fiarper & Bros., 3.00) 


Br. Mills is one of the Country's 
leading men in the field of experiment- 
al Medicine. He has spent years Study- 
ing climate and weather and their ef— 
fects on mon in tariouws parts of the 
world . 

In 1935 Dr. Mills was sent to the 
Philippines by the Leonard Wood (Menor- 
jel for the Gradication of Leprosy to 
study the possible relationship between 
climate and leprosy, The statement given 
above is -besed on his findings 
‘this. rescerch. 

Dr. Mills recommends that “this lep- 
yoserium be moved to the Dakotas, where 
Ghimctic stimulation is nigh and phys- 
vigor at its peak. Since nospe- 
cific leprosy cure has yet been bund," 
he states, "ft yould seem reasonabie to 
give northern coolness a fair t rial. 

Some day," he predicted, © “this 
suggestion will be carried out.Certainly 
little progress is now being made to 
lessen the inroads of the disease." 

In discussing tuberculosis, which is 

a sister disease and a mjor concurrent 
complication of leprosy, Dr. Mills said: 
“The fall in tissue vitality which takes 
place » in tropical heat is anel- 
of especially great importance 

in onsof the world's greatest scourges 


rate is extremely high - cages are nu- 
merouS and resistance 1s low. Hospit- 
alization in a sanatorium does patients 
little qocd and merely decreases their 
chances of Spreading the disease. But 
if they are taken (nto the ceol roun- 


tains, they wage a much better fight.” 
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It is a weil Known fact that the 


germs of the two diseases are so simi- 
jar that it is difficult to distin- 
qguish them under the microscope. Both 
microbes may produce almost identical 
changes in the body. Jn fact, physi- 
cians at leprosaria frequently speak 
of tuberculoid leprosy. So it should 
be. no surprise that both the diseases 
fiourish among people living in de- 
pressing tropical or Semi -tropical 
heat. 

What applies to tuberculosis regard- 
ing climate conditions and treatment 
applies with equal force to Hansen's 
disease. 

The injustice of placing the lepro- 
sarium at Carville becomes immediately 
apparent When we remember that this 
locality Would mot even be considered 
as a site for a tuberculosis Sanitori- 
um. And furthermore, those afflicted 
With tuberculosis, other than patients 
of this leprosarium, are immediately 
taken out of, or advised to leave this 
climate. AS an instance, Some years 
ago amember cf the local medical 
Staff developed tuberculosis. We was 
promptly sent to Arizona where. a more 
favorable climate prevai led. 

There is much evidence to Support 
the contention that a cooler climote 
1S beneficial to thoSe. with Hansen's 
disease. Many patients have absconded 
after failing to overcome the disease, 
er to resporid to treatment, and have 
gone north and in a fw years have com 
pletely cleared up ail symptoms of the 
disease~ thig in Spite of the fact 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The Cold Facts of Climate 


(continued) 
that they took little or no medical 
treatment. Some of them on returning 


here after a stay in the northery cool- 


ness have been found to. be bacteriolo- 
gically negative. 

An instance is that of a young woman 
who, after failing to respond to treat- 
ment here absconded and went North. Af- 
ter several years she was brought back 
here. Upon her return she was found to 
be free from all clinical symptoms and 
was also bacteriologically negative. 

There are many more concrete in- 
stances which we could cite that are 
Similar to the above, indicating that 
it is not merely a coincidence, or just 
a few occasional cases, but almost 
without an exception it is the rule 
that those who go north experience 
definite improvement and many complete- 
ly overcome the disease. 

To bring patients here from distant 
states, whose climates are favorable, 
and subject them to the hazards of the 
endemic region seems illogical and un- 
scientific. 

Early records show that from 1847 to 
1882 South Carolina had seventeen cases 
of leprosy. The next focus of infection 
was the northwest, indlucing the states 
of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa and the 
Dakotas. This was due to the immigration 
of 170 cases from Norway in the middle 
of last century. 

Today the disease is practically  un- 
known in these sections of the country, 
having dissappeared of its own accord. 
Yet, in Louisiana and the Gulf States, 
where it was also introdueed by immi- 
gration, it continues in a flourishing 
manner despite segregation and modern 
methods of control. 

To what major factor, other than cli- 
mate, can we ascribe this disappearance 
in one section, and its increase in the 
other? 

In view of this, would it not seem 
only fair and humane to give patients 
a fighting chance of overcoming the 
disease? It would also _ seem to be a 
properPublic Health measure, since it 
is a well established fact that the 
danger of contact infection in cold 
climates is practically non-existent. 


THE STAR 7 


Sir Leonard Rogers, eminent British 
physician and lecturer on tropical dis- 
eases, states that "a hot moist climate 
is especially productive of a more se- 
vere type of the disease." 

This is borne out by existing con- 
ditions at Carville, where there is 
said to bea higher percentage of 
blindness and throat involvement among 
the patients than in any other lepro- 
sarium in the world. This, in spite of 
the fact that we have the finest equip- 
ment and most skilled specialists. 

The distribution of Hansen's Disease 
is high in the tropics, and diminishes 
as we go farther into the temperate 
zones. In Louisiana, with its sultry 
and debilitating summer heat, and its 
high rainfall, we find that leprosy 
has existed for the past two hundred 
years, and contributes 50% of the 
known cases of the disease in the Unit- 
ed States. Of this number, approximate- 
ly half are from among the natives of 
a certain section within a radius of 
75 miles of the present location of 
our hospital. It is interesting to note 
that this particular section has the 
highest rainfall of any other’ section 
of the state (58.32 inches), and that 
Louisiana has the highest rainfall- 
(55.92 inches) of any state in’ the 
Union. 

Not only is such a climatic condition 
conducive to a severer type of Hansen's 
Disease, but we also find that certain 
parasitic diseases flourish, such’ as 
malaria. From May 1, 1935 to May 1,1936 
there were 155 cases of malaria among 
the patients here, this number consti- 
tuting 42% of the patient-body. Of this 
number, 42 died before May 1, 1938. The 
medical belief is that malaria was a 
contributing cause, or at least an ac- 
celerating factor in such deaths. Other 
cases of this number, with their re- 
sistance weakened by malaria, have ex- 
perienced marked retrogression of their 
clinical condition; and cases that had 
been in a quiescent state for twelve 
years or more were reactivated. 

Malaria is such a serious problem 
that a WPA drainage project, costing 
$40,000 was instituted here in 1935 in 
an attempt to rid the place of mosqui- 
toes. (Continued on Page 8) 
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The Cold Facts of Climate 
(Continued) 

While malaria at the present date is 
not manifest in the Hospital, Dr. L. L. 
Williams, Jr., of the United States 
Public Health Service, declares that 
the disease has up and down swings in 
periods of years. We must therefore 


conclude that as_ long as the leprosar- 


ium remains in its present location, 
it is more than likely malaria will con- 
tinue to menace our health. 


The United States Public Health Ser- 


vice was not unaware of unfavorable 

climatic conditions when they inaugu- 
rated the new building program here in 
1939. We assume that Dr. Mills' report 
was given to them by the Leonard Wood 
Memorial. The patients, unaware of the 
Mills' report of 1935, sent a petition 

to the Surgeon General in August, 1938, 
stating their reasons why a new build- 

ing program should not be begun at 
Carville. 

In reply, the Surgeon General said: 
"There is considerable medical opinion 
among leprologists that warm, damp cli- 
mates are more condusive to the devel- 
opment of leprosy than are higher and 
drier climates. These opinions may be 
correct, but have by no means been 
proven." 

How are they to be proven, we may ask 
if they are not given a fair test? 

Among reasons which we were given for 
the continuation to the hospital 
at Carville is the following from a 
letter by Dr. Christians in September 
1938: 

"The Public Health Service must look 
at the matter in a realistic fashion, 
and feels sure that the Congress would 
wet authorize the building of two lep- 
rosaria in this country. And, as I have 
stated before, I think we should use 
the large sum of money generously pro- 
vided to build the finest institution 
of its kind in the world at Carville and 
not run the great risk of losing it, 
if not permanently, at least for 
years to come." 

At no time has the sanity of our 
contention, nor the scientific findings 
been denied, but the failure to do any- 
thing about it has been based on_ the 
grounds of expediency. We would "run 
the great risk of losing the money." 
That is the value to us of a_ fine 


building in a section where the dis- 
ease is flourishing, and chances of 
recovery at a minimum? Our desire for 
a change of location has not been con- 
fined to patients alone, but members 
of our medical staff have voiced the 
opinion that climatic conditions are 
bad here and a change would be benefi- 
cial. 

Post war discussions are now the or- 
der of the day, and so we see no rea- 
son why we should not now plan for a 
future America where the problem of 
Hansen's Disease will be scientifical- 
ly handled. 


We are fully aware that much money 
has been spent on construction work 
here, and that a removal would involve 
additional financial outlay for our 


Government, and now that we are engaged 
in total war, this expense cannot be 
undertaken. 

We can suggest, however, that after 
the war a small group of patients be 


removed to a favorable location on 
some Government Reservation. There will 
be many such places available after 


peace returns. And there, under’ the 
most ideal circumstances, climatic and 
otherwise, a thorough experiment should 
be conducted. This could be done by 
the United States Public Health on co- 
operation with the Leonard Wood Mem- 
orial for the Eradication of Leprosy, 
whose motto is to "leave no scientific 
step untaken that holds any promise of 
finding a solution to this age old 
curse." If this experiment should 
prove successful, measures could then 
be taken to establish a hospital in 
such a location. 

The present hospital at Carville 
could always be used for the Louisiana 
patients who desire to remain near 
their relatives or friends. It could 
also serve as a receiving and experi- 
mental station. Certain of the nearby 
Island possessions have cases that 
could be transfered here, such as_ the 
Virgin Islands group where patients 
are living under appalling conditions. 


In waging a war, we have never 
stopped to count the cost, but’ kept 
only the end in view - victory over 
the enemy. Hansen's Disease is an ene- 
my of mankind, and no _ cost should 


stand in the way of measures to conquer 
(Continued on page 9) 


February, 1943 


| 
| 4 
i 


‘ 


| 
q 
4 
| 
j 
‘ 
i 
‘ 
‘ 


q 
| 
{ 


THE STAR 


THE COLD FACT OF CLIMATE 
(Cont inued ) 
Any measuce that offecs the si ight- 
eet hope of victory should not be over- 
looked, 

We salute Dr. Mills for his fine 
book, “Climate Makes the Wan.” We feel 
Sure that he has contributed much to> 
® possible solution of eur prep 

em. 

It to be hoped, Or, Mills 
Sttttes, that some day these suggest ions 
will be earried out. 

E.R. & S.S. 


PRESS PASSING 


The Moncton Transcript of New Bruits- 
reports 


wick, Canada (January 8, 1943), 


that the Canadian Leprosarium at Tra- 
cadie was completely destroyed by 
fire, The patients were transferred 


te the residence of the medical sup- 
ecintendent, Fr, Ryan, a large building 
Knewn as the Government House which 
hed been erected with special provi- 
sion for emergencies. 

There are two leprosaria in Canada, 
Ia addition to the one in Wew Bruns- 
wick, there is ome on the Pacific coast 
st Victoria, Sritish Columbia. 

Or. L.F. Badger, assistant dicector 
of the Wational Institute of Health, 
addressed the State Health officers of 
Maryland 6n January 22, 1943. The ac- 
cent of the meeting was on ‘tropical 
diseases and Or. Badger Spoke on lep- 


WHAT ARE LITTLE JAPS MADE OF? 


“The Department of Commerce reports 
Japs are eating the silk normally ex- 
ported to the United States, Of course, 
they‘f@ not lunching on chiffon hose 
ami yand goods. They are extracting 
‘Honerable Vitamin B from Honorable 
cocoon to make excellent die, 
Wat¥itionists could not be reached Sr 
comment, but is believed the diet 
of worms will make a tasty addition to 
apd Aried fish. 


from Science News Letter. 
NTA Clip Sheet. 


WORDS OF THE WISE 


City is solely due to the fact that it 
is a large and important sea port.Pprac 
tically all these cases have come from 
foreign countries or frem the Guif 


| 
| 
: "The presence of leprosy in New York 
States. At the present time ih New-York 


City, there does not Seem to be the 
Slightest of contracting the 
disease. Why that is nobody knows. We 


have had many Severe cases in this city 
with open sores, where the patients 
have been in clese contact with their 
‘families and friends, and yet there is 
not one authentic case of contagion on 
record. The regulations of the Depart- 
ment of Health in New York City are 
most liberal.” 

Excerpt from & recent article, ABOUT LEP- 
ROSY IN THE UNITED STATES, by Dr. Howard 
Fox, Professor Emeritus of New York Uni~- 
versity. 

“Personally, I have Jess 
rosy, than 
large city.” 

.--Thomas K. Gruber, M.D., 
Supt. Eloise Hospitel and Infirmery, 
Detroit, Michigan 

The above is an abstract from an arti- 
cle which appeared in the Detroit, Mich., 
FREE PRESS. Dr. Gruber diagno@ed a case 
of Leprosy in the Eloise Infirmary. The 
articie freely stated that when Or. Gru- 
ber was asked about the likelihood of 
other inmates becoming infected on ac- 
count of the patient coming in contact 
with other patients for more than six 
weeks previous to diagnosis, Dr. Gruber 
replied, "No one catches leprosy in this 
climate. The patient did aot catch the 
disease here, He had it before he came." 
The patfent referred to was from Western 


fear of lep- 
of the heavy traffic in a 


Much of the horror roused by Leprosy 
has been due to the impotence of 
cal science to deal with it. 

~--Charles Dutten in 
SAMARITANS OF MOL CKAI 
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HOSPITAL LINGO 


- While reminiscing recently, experi- 
ences of my early days - in Carville 
came to mind. I, and probably you,too 
felt that the vocabulary was the stran- 


est ever heard. I wondered if I spoke 
the language as my fellow  pa- 
: . s. As time passed, I became famil- 


iar with the terms, and now they seem 
not at all strange. Won't you join me 
while I retrospect a bit? 

One of the first questions concerning 
a new-comer is "What shape is she 
in?" which has nothing to do with av- 
oirdupois, height or age but merely 
the patient's clinical symptoms. 

When you were asked "What will you 
take, intramuscular, intravenous or oral 


treatments?" your reaction was what- 
ever was prescribed for you. But the 
words sound to a new patient like 
terms for major operations. The in- 


evitable statement that pushes you in- 
to the depths of despair is "See that 
patient! She's blown up! Was in a swell 
condition a few years back. Like you 


are now." The patient looks’ rather 
ill, but certainly by no stretch of 
the imagination does she resemble a 
blimp. It simply means her health has 


retrograded, but the implication is 
that you will be in the same boat ere 
long. What a miserably unkind thing 
for one patient to say to another. 
"Nancy is having a terrible crop’ of 
thbercles and nerve pains." "Poor Nan- 
cy", you think "has she got tubercu- 
losis, too, and what has that to do 
with her nerves?" When analysed you 
find that Nancy is having a temporary 


spell of red, painful blotches, a nerve 


in her arm is inflamed and, although 
she is very uncomfortable, ina few 
days will be fit as a fiddle. 

You notice a rather shapely young 
lady with one hip definitely out of 
proportion and a pronounced limp. "Oh, 
she has a bad shot." Upon furt ? 


quiry you discover it is an Qabcess 
that must be lanced and her figure will 
in no wise be injured, only her dignity. 

"My hemoglobin count is i5 and my 
sedimentation 18---What is yours?" You 
feel fine---sure you aren't running 
a temperature and that your pulse is Ok 
but these words are strangers to you. 
You finally learn the hard way’ that 
these have to do with your blood. 

I remember one patient listening at- 
tentively to all that was said but ap- 
parently remembered only one word well 
enough to repeat. He left the too talk- 
ative individual in quite a nervous 
state and reported to an acquaintance. 
"You know what he said I have? He said 
it is diagnosis and that is pretty bad, 

Strange, but these expressions become 
such a normal part of your speedh in a 
short while that when you make your 
first trip home and try to explain Han-= 
sen's Disease and hospital life to the 
family they wonder if you still speak 
the English language. 

There are dictionaries for everything 
under the sun; wonder if it would not 
be a good idea to have something of 
this sort for a new patient to go over 
in order to sooner become familiar 
with this strange hospital lingo. 

It is not the experience of today that 
drives men mad--it is remorse or bitter- 
ness for something which happened yes- 
terday, or the dread of what tomorrow may 


bring. Let us, therefore journey bot one 
day at a time. NTA CLIP SHEET 
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Prior to mid-January the Victory 
gardens here were a sight to make a 
vegeterian's heart leap with joy.En- 
Glish peas, carrots,greens, beets and 
lettuce were all but ready for the 
table.Along came cid Dame Nature with 
her freezing breath and left the gor- 
dens looking like the scorehed earth 
policy nad been = And this is 
the sunny South with no winters to 
speak, of, 

WHERE ARE THE HIGH ONES? 


Visiotr, to Doctor: I notice you have 
& good many water puddles on the 
walks. 
Doctor: Well, yes, but only in the low 
places. 
HV 

If gecchance you were in the Recrea 
tion Building at noon on January 29 
and heard the terrible commtion,be 
assured no free-for-all fight was oc- 
curriag.The movies for the next quar- 
ter were gocdnaturediy but loudly be- 
ing Selected fromalist of grext 
length. One group wanted all western 
pictures, one gruescme detectives, an- 
other apy and war productions, atiti 
encther group musicales, Your favorite 
- star may be my pet hate end vice verse 
It is surprising under the circum 
stences what a diversified tist is 
finally arrived st, 

Let patient (in dining room): T have 
lost my appetite. Food doesn't trean 
thing to me, I eat like o bird. 
2nd potient{end her best giri friend» 
Yeo, dearie, I notice (locking st 
the other's well filled trey), a peck 
Statin. 


Haye you noticed the numerous cigas 
Tommy ig smoking these days? Wonder if 
Santa brought them or (Pf they are to 
denote ni6 important position ag a 
tember of the Executive Comittee of 

the Petients' Federation. 
All you need now, Tomm, 3 desk to 
put your feet on and a beautiful sec- 


to teke your dictation. 


STAR. 


Oho Quen Brie Hea’ 


HEY, YOU TEXANS | 


March 2 is Texas Independence de 
On this day im 1836 an indepen 
gpvernment was set up in Teyas, and 
the cepubiic exigted until December 
23,1845, when it was annexed by the 
United States as a state. By coinci- 
dence, Sam Houston, the first presi- 
dent of the Texas Regublic, was bom 
on Narch 2. 


Recently, while. discussing our aif- 
Pieuities in arising each wsorning, 
Benny ceme forth his scheme. A 
contraption, a la Rube Goldberg, hook- 
ed up to the lavatory and to the ped 
gives him a brisk Cold shower in the 
bed. Ugn! sust oversleep. 


We have.no ration books here. but 
we have our arapev ine telegraph and 
when the word passes that 9 
sugar or 4 pound coffee is avai lable 


at the Centeen, the tine quickly forms, 


First come,Pirst served. Liping up 
i9 no innovation for us, we Lice up 
for meals mail and treetments and we 
Sometimes wonder when Gabriel biows 
his horn if? there won't be a line . 


so” 


‘An orchid to Mrs, Emilie Tanner 
for her initiative in contacting pa- 


tients individually for contributions 
to the “Mareh of Dimes” for victime 


of infentile peralysis. She collected 


$25.00 to gend to President Soosevelt. 


ee 


Isn't nature wenderfult The averaae 


fan's arm ig 3© inches tong, and the 


erage waist is inches 
fn circunference. 
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Relrqiorws 
Dervices 


Catholic Chapel 
Order of Divine Services 
Father Abbot Paul, Resident Chaplain 


Sundays:6@ A.M. Communion Mass with 
Short hemi ly. 
8:50 A.M. High Mass with 
short sernon, 
Regular afternoon services: 
Sundays and Tuesdays at 2:20 P.M. 
Special Features during this month: 


Feb. 2-Candlemas, blessing cf wax candies, 


at AN. 
Feb.3-Feast of St .Blaise,plessing of 
throats at 3 P.M. 
Feb.5-First Friday ef the oonth, holy 
Nour from 2 to 3 P.m. 
Feb.14-St .Vaientine 
Feb.21-A day of special prayers, 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
efter High Mass till 3 P.M. 


Protestant Chace 
Schedule of Services 


Rev. Clifton EB. Rash, Resident Chaplain 
Sunday-9:45 A.M. Wership service with 
sermon. 
Wednesday-6 130 P.M. Prayer Meeting with 
Bibie Study. 
First Sunday of the month-9:45A.M. The 
Holy Communion with Coomunion Message. 
Protestant Chapel Notes 


On January 24.we were pleased to have 
ae guests representatives cof both the 


Acmg end the Nevy. Mrs. McGehes,our or- 


aniet, brought with her her gon, L. 8. 
MeGehee of the United States Slavy, on 
beaye efter & trip to North Africa; 


Gerg. Pates; U.S. of Warding Field 


end his wife, who ig Mrs. McGenee's 


daughter, Mr, and Mrs. Borland, an- 


‘other deughter and ber husband of 
Schriever, Louisiana. 

Gn January 11 & visitor wes Mrs.Fred 
Meisner of Chicago. 


LOUISIANA ONLY STATE OBSERV ING 
TWO CHRISTMASES 


Christmas comes bt once @ year in 
most pleces, but it comes twice a year 
in Louisiana - on December 26 to ordi- 
nary folK and two months later to the 
day to the trapper families ef Bayou 
de Large. 

While calendars in the rest of Louis- 
tena say that February 25 denotes the 
@pproach of spring, the brightly col- 
cred religious calendars which decor 
ate the wails eof homes along the high 
banks of the bayou say (t is Christos. 
And So it has peen Since 1922,when the 
Sponsors of the i(ttle St. Andrew's 
Episcopal mission instituted a new 
Christmas for trappers! children, who 
when the. whole World is eelebratina, 
Know only the loneliness of the swamp. 

Geyou de Large runs south from the 
$ea foed center of Houma to empty it- 
self into the biue Gulf of Mexico 
through a coastal fringe of marsh-prai- 
vie islandg, lakes, andbays, from 
where, comes a msjor pact of Peuisiana's 
large fur crop, 

AE the season of the year when the 
rest of the State is celebrating Chri et- 
mas in goed fellowship, the trappers 
sre scattered through the marshy wa- 
terways, each Living with his family in 
the lonely exile of a houseboat, work - 
iag day in and day out, tending and 
mending traps, skining the. 
ing pelts, that the most may be < 
ef the trapping season vefore its end 
in early February. 

No time.can they take off for a De - 
cember Christmas, these. hardy trappers, 
tut they wish the worid well and are 
content to celebrate the nativity two 
months later. 

On February 25,aftec the tast catches 
have been sold tnd husiness details of 
trapping settied, the trappers with 
their families will gather at the lit- 
tle frame building of the St. Andrew's 
Episcopal miSsion, which Serves as a 
gcheol on weekdays, .@ church on heli- 
days and Sundays. 

The interior of the little structure 
will be DPright With tiny glowin 


Liqnts of many colors which hang with 
tinsel and icicles en a live oak or 
wax myrtle tree. Spruce and fir are 
unknown on the bayou. 

leonti nued en Page 13) 
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THE GIRLS OF TIME 


Amsterdam girls were pretty and good, 
The Puritan \oved ‘her duty, 


While tempting to Kiss,was the Creole 


Like the sultry Spanish beauty. 


Fair were the maids of '76, 

Who rallied the infant flag on, 
While worth renown in her calico gown 
Was the girl of the covered wagon. 


The Southern girl had o delicate air 

The minstreis have sung her story, 

But the gentlemen fell for the 90s 
bel le 

In her prime conservatory. 


Witty they Were ard pretty they were, 

And weil were their charms arrayed, 

But we praise our @lass to a Likelier 
lass, 

American born and made. 

For the blood cf them alt runs in her 
veins, 

She is the patriotic Free qairl, 

No beauty of theic’s with her's com- 
pares 

For she's the 1943 girl. 

---M.R.McCullers 
(Infirmary) 


Lovisiana Christmas (continued) 

The trappers have their own interpre- 
tation of the Christmas tree and cf 
the firemorks which are used in the 
South for celebration of Christmas. On 
the banks of the bayou will be what to 
the unknowing eye looks like on Indian 
tepee, made cf long poles spread apart 
at the gre und and bunched together ot 
the top, Fromwhich a much longer pole 
extends. 

As the darkness settles down on the 
ayou 4 torch will be touched to the 
masses of dry roseau reeds which have 
been piled about the wood, As these 
burn their joints wil! explode,popping 
and crackling and sending sparks inte 
the sir in the manner of resi fire 
crackers. 

When the larger poles begin to burn 
and cast their warm light on the faces 
of the happy trapper families grouped 


about the fire, young and old wilt jin 

in singing Christmas songs Sor several 

hours before they start homeward. , 
--Louisiana Tourist Bureau. 
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A TROPICAL STORM 


The wind races by 

With an eerie cry 

The bougns of the trees bend low 
The sky now aray 

Seems less far away 


Wonder; Where did the sunshine go? 


Just yesterday 

The world was gay 

With flowers, blue skies and calm 
Today it is raging 

For nature is gtaqing 

One of her tropical storms. 


So sudden it came 

You feel ajmoct the same 

After it's passed and sc 

Though a mite confused 

You'll Sleepi ly muse 

Where did the night’s storm go? 


Tome rrow you may 

If that long you stay 

In this isle of tropical bliss 

Feel breezes soft, warm 

Hear the rustie of palm 

Thought: Was there ever a paradise 
Like this? 

-~--Bery] Clarke 


Beryl is a patient in the Leprosarium 
at St. Croix, Virgin Istands, and she 
has spent her life in the tropical 
surroundings which she so vividly de- 
scribes in her poem, 


MISTAKES 


When a Plumber makes a mistake, he 
charges twice, for it, 

When A Lawyer qakes a mistake, he nas 
@ cnance to try the case again. 

When @ Carpenter makes a migtake, it 
is just what he expected, 

When @ Judge makes & mistake, it be- 
comes the law of the Land, 

When a Preacher makes o mi Stake, acbody 
Knows the difference. 

When a Doctor makes a mistake, he pur- 
it. 

BUT when a typist makes a mistake, 
GOOD NIGHT! 


Greag Writer 


: 
| 
= 


THE 
THE READING ROOM 
What About It? 


Did you Know thet eignt dai ly and 
two weekly NewSpapers , at a total cost 
ot $94. 25 per year, and 22 monthly and 
three weekly magazines,at a total cost 
of $173. per year, are furniShect the 
Reading Room? These magezines and 
hewspapecs ate paid for by the Govern- 
ment and not through the Patients! 
Amusement Fund. 

Tne Reading Room is open to the pa- 
tients only one hour a day, Prom 12 to 
i o'clock, the Government makes ne 
provisiog for a custodian and the Pa- 
tients’ Federation pays $5.00 monthly 
for someone to supervise the room dur- 
ing its prief daily period of activity 

The present “set-up” is very unsat- 

isfactory to many patients, not only 
because the reading time is extremely 
Limited, but also the hour is the usu- 
al rest period for many patients and 
thue they are denied the reading mte- 
rial which is purchased for all whc 
are interested. 
. Those patients who do go to the Read- 
ing Room do not have. the opportunity 
to read the dailies because the time 
aveilabie permits only one or two to 
read sa particular papec.For instance, 
the Times-Picayune is of special in- 
terest to a large group but if theydo 
not get to see it on the day of arri- 
val, they miss it entirely as all dai- 
ly newspapers are taken to the Infir- 
pmery the foilowing day when the Cur- 
rent issue reaches the Reading Room. 

Tt is obvious that the Reading Room 
is not now fulfilling its original 
purpose of giving the patients a place 
where. they may speci their leisure 
time {nm comfortable surroundings, read- 
ing 
This was the objective when the Read- 
ing Room was first established by The 
Star in December 1931. 

Experience has demonstrated that the 
Reading Room cannct be left open with- 
out a custodian, for in that case, the 
pepers and magazines “walk” and then 
are not avsilable to the Infirmary ps- 
tients. Whet is the solution to this 
problem? In the cld days there were 
always a few public spirited pstients 
who ~wolumteered their services,gratis, 

(Continued next column) 


their favorite papers and magezines 
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PAINTINGS — WHERE At THEY ? 

What happened te the 30! psintings, 
water colors cf U. S. landscapes, that 
were Supposed to have aderned the walls 
oF the varicus buildings of this hos- 
pital? According to the press of Sep- 
tember 194) en outlay of $9,000 was 
wade foc these pictures, $6,000 coming 
from the Public Buildings Adminigtra- 


tion and $3,000 from Carnegie 
Corporation. These pictures were se- 
lected in 1941 from a nation-wide com- 


petition and exhibited at Manhattan's 
Whitney Museum of American Art. We 
understand that after this -exhieitien 
the. pictures were scheduled to be sent 
tc Carville. To date, no pictures 
are getting along very 
the benefit of "art" but since they 
were bought and paid for more than 4 
year 6nd a half ago and owch fanfare 
given to the announcement that they 
were intended for Carville, naturally 
we are wondering! 


Ale 
WE 


nicely without 


Reading Room (Cont tnued) 

and the room was Kept open morning, 
afternoon and evening. Perhaps some- 
one may now come forward to carry on 
this work. Many patients feel that the 
Government should create a_ position 
for a patient as Reading Room custodi- 
an at o nominal salary. This wuld 
probably be the best plan as the per- 
sen so employed would be there with 
authority. One patient suggests that 
part of the funds used by the Govern- 
ment to purchase certain periodicals 
which are net popular be diverted te 
ward the salary cf a custodian. 

There iS a very real need for a Read 
ing Room in this community, one that 
Will provide diversfonal amd education. 
Bl facilities at reasonable hours, par- 
ticularly in the evening when it is 
most needed, 


MEXICAN CLUB ENTERTAINS 


‘The members ef the Mexican Club and 
their quests gathered in the ballroom 
on Wednesday, February 3 for 3 supper 
party and dance celebrating the 13th 


anniversary of the founding of the lo= 
cal club. E. Herrera is President and 
Teny Pacheco is secretary of the gfoup, 
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Friends will be interested to hear 
that Miss Eunice Plaisance, who was 
employed in the Administrative Office 
iS mow AWAAC. She is on duty at Fort 
Oglethorpe, Georgia, serving as Acting 
Sergeant . 

Mrs. David Gleason entertained very 


deliahtfuily at a supper-vridge party 
on Januacy >. The tucky players were 
awacded prizes. 
Mr. and Mrs. Icving K, of Anti- 


ech, Illineis, were charming visitors 
during January. They came to visit 

their dauanter Sister Margaret (Sistecs 
of Charity) and timed theie visit es- 
pecially 80 as to be hereon Jan.8, the 
eccasion of theic aoiden weddiag aani- 


versary. 


We chronicle the bicth of Roy Mer- | 
tin, Je. on January 35,1943. His mother 
is pleasantly remembered pere as Miss 
Marjorie 

The 3rd Thursday Nieht Bridge Club 
met on January 2i with Mes, F.A.Johan- 
gen and Mirs,Ralph Sharp as co-hestess- 
ee. After adessest course ws served 
bridge was enjoyed with prizes Por the 
winners. 


Mes. 3. E. Roberts is now making ber 
nome at Carville, and her boys, Jonn 
anett and Earl Ir. Reve re-entered 
. Gabriel School. Their friends 
welcome them back to eo 
The Ladies’ Friday Afternacon Gr idae 
Club met twice during the month. The 
mMostesses were Mrs. F. A. Johansen cn 
January & acd Mrs, Ralph Shacp on Sagu- 
ary 22. 
New Personnel “we “wel c: ouc midst 


includes Miss Jacqueline Prejean, Yow 
employed in the Material Office. 


by Macy Ei Browne 


The Officers! Supper Club met on the 
first Tuesday of the month with Mrs. 
A.Sehanson as hostess, After a delici- 
ous Supper a pleasant evening of bridge 
was en loyed. 
Mrs. C.W.Johnson (Mary Jane.Stan ley) 
flew to Tucson, Acizona, on January \|2 
to join her fhusbadn Lieutenant -W. 
Johnson, who had been on duty out of 
the states. He is on leave, so they 
have been Visiting his folks in Housten, 
Texas are now visit To 
the Staniey's here On the Btation. 
An impressive ceremony wae the mocri- 
age on Januacy at 6:30 nuptial mass 
at the Conaidgonville Catholic Church, 
of Miss Marjorie Dill and Sgt .George 
Mstaccher. The deride, who never looked 
lavellier, wearing black crepe dress 
with yested Front of white embroidecy, 
gold turban and corsage of marechal 
and carrying mother of 
cayer aril rosa 
Prosched re altar arm 
her, Mr.David Dill, who gave hee ia 
marriage .She was preceded to the altar 
by her bridesmid, Miss Adele LeGianc, 
who wore.a2 piece suit of apld-eolored 
Crepe, with corsage of gale blue iris, 
and black hat and accessories. Mr, Va- 
lterocher's Dest man was Lifelong 
friend, Mr, Felix Savoie, Lovely music 
wee furnished throuanocut the, ceremony 
bu the choir. After the ceremony, a re- 
wes jive at the home of the 
‘Nr. and Mes. Malarcher jeft Por a 
Short trip ard on January 19, re~ 
tumed to nis post of duty et Sawteil, 
Cat ifornia Mrs, Malarchec Yo her 
ieS in the Adninistrative CF Fice ot 
this station. 
attending the. wedding Prom the ato- 
tion were: Mrs. R. E. Wacthen,Mrs. E-0. 
Stan ley ,Mrs.C En- 
ler, Mrs. C. C. Gilmore and Miss Mary 
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‘The progress ef science implies not only 
the accumulation of Knowledge, but its organ- 
ization, {ts unificotion, and this irvolves 
the periodic invention of new syntheses, which 
Gives us methods of appreaching the unknown. 
Science is essentiaily a System, but insteod 
ef being, as it wns for the schoolmen , 
Closed system, it is never closed, put always 
Subject to revision or even to complete dis- 
card. The true scientist considers his theo- 
ries not as perfect and permanent, but as es- 
sentiatly incomplete and precaricus, he is 
ever ready tc abandon any part or the phole 
of them snould new experimental facts moke {t 
fecessary There are scientific methods; there 
are yo xc\ermt: fic deqms, there is no Scien- 
orthodoxy. ” 


George Sarten: Introduction to the History of 
Sevence. 
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